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named field by leaving them without a shepherd. After
Yohanna had been found guilty, Daud ordered the damage
as well as the price of the sheep to be estimated, and decided
that Yohanna should take possession of the entire harvest,
in return for which and for the injury done he was to
surrender the sheep to Ailia. When the two contending
parties left the judgment-hall, Suliman asked them how
their dispute had ended. They informed him, and he said:
* The prophet of God has awarded a just sentence; but if I
had been judge between you, I would have given a decision
satisfactory to both parties/ These words having been
reported to Daud, he called for his beloved son, and ques-
tioned him about the matter. Suliman, however, respect-
fully abstained from giving an opinion; but said, after being
much pressed: * The sheep ought to be given to the possessor
of the field that he may profit by them, and the field to the
possessor of the sheep until he restores it to its former con-
dition, whereon Ailia may again take possession of his field
and Yohanna of his sheep.' Daud agreed to this decision,
and said: * May God not deprive thee of wisdom, 0 my
son, and may He augment thy understanding/ The two
disputants then returned pleased and thankful, acting in
conformity with the decision of Suliman to which D&ud
had assented.

It is related that when the Lord Sulimln had received
his mission, he besought the Possessor of Dominion to grant
him a kingdom the like of which should fall to the lot of
no other sovereign after him. When this prayer had been
responded to, the Lord, who giveth power to whom He
pleaseth, and who taketh it away from whom He listeth,
subjected men and genii, animals and birds, to the com-
mand of Suliman, and even the wind obeyed his behests.
After Sulimftn had been established on the throne of abso-
lute dominion, he ordered the Satans to weave a carpet,
equal in extent to the space whereon his army was en-
camped. When he desired to travel, he caused the throne
with all the appurtenances of the royal household to be
transferred to the said carpet, on which also the whole